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	Standard number
	Short title
	Current version
	Revision status
	Overview / Key changes to revision at date of update 

	EN 341:1992 +Amd. 1
	Descender devices
	2002
	Under revision.

Awaiting comments to be addressed after first enquiry (187 of them!).
	· Title changed to Descender devices for rescue.
· Clarification that descent lines must be integrated with descender.

· Introduction of min and max rated loads.

· Holding force and operating force requirements.
· Conditioning tests for wet, wet and cold, and very cold.
· Expanded user instructions required.


	EN 353-1
	Guided type fall arresters including a rigid anchor line
	2002
	Under revision. 

Almost ready to go to first enquiry (next meeting end May 2007).
	· Connecting element (e.g. connectors and lanyard from fall arrester to person) has to be integrated with fall arrester and must not be extended or shortened.
· Introduction of min and max rated loads.

· Multiple users covered.
· Peak force tested at top anchor as well as at user end (wire systems only).

· Dynamic test carried out with connecting element at maximum horizontal distance from anchor line (fall back situation) and at minimum distance. also.

· Top and bottom end stops to be fitted and tested where the fall arrester could unintentionally run off the rigid anchor line 

· Conditioning test to -30 C, if manufacturer claims it can be used in such temperatures.


	EN 353-1:2002/prA1 2006
	Guided type fall arresters including a rigid anchor line
	Draft
	Draft
	In addition to the full revision being carried out on EN 353-1, an amendment is under way to the 2002 version, by a so-called fast-track method (UAP), to take account of a known defect in many fall arresters in that in certain circumstances, they fail to arrest a fall. There have been several deaths and serious injuries over the past five years or so.

The amendment is currently out for public comment (the ‘enquiry’ stage).



	EN 353-2
	Guided type fall arresters including a flexible anchor line
	2002
	Revision due but not yet started.


	

	EN 354
	Lanyards
	2002
	Under revision.

Passed first enquiry (UK voted negatively, mainly due to edge testing conditions) and now awaiting 32 pages of comments to be addressed (perhaps to start at next meeting in early March 2007).


	· Now intended to cover all types of lanyard, not just fall arrest lanyards as in the 2002 version.
· Included a UV degradation resistance test for textile materials used in lanyards but this was rejected at the meeting of WG 2 in March 2007.
· Included an abrasion resistance test for textile materials used in lanyards but this was rejected at the meeting of WG 2 in March 2007.
· Includes a dynamic edge resistance test

· Dynamic strength test for adjustable lanyards and only a static test for non-adjustable lanyards (as per 2002 version).

	EN 355
	Energy absorbers
	2002
	Revision due but not yet started.


	

	EN 358
	Belts for work positioning and restraint and work positioning lanyards
	1999
	Confirmed at 5-yearly review for another 5 years (September 2005) Next review 2010. Can revise before this date if necessary. 

	

	EN 360
	Retractable fall arresters
	2002
	Revision due but not yet started.


	

	EN 361
	Full body harnesses
	2002
	Revision due but not yet started.

	

	EN 362
	Connectors
	2004
	Review due 2009.
	Current version consists of 5 classes:

Basic connector (class B)

Self-closing connector intended to be used as a component.
Multi-use connector (class M)
Basic or screw link connector intended to be used as a component, which may be loaded in the major and minor axis.
Termination connector (class T)

Self-closing connector designed to allow the fixing as an element of a sub-system in such a way that the loading is in a predetermined direction.
Anchor connector (class A)

Connector which closes automatically, designed to be linked directly to a specific type of anchor as a component

NOTE Types of anchors are e.g. an eye-bolt, a pipe or a beam.
Screwlink connector (class Q)

Connector which is closed by a screw-motion gate, which is a load bearing part of the connector when fully screwed up intended to be used only for long-term or permanent connections.


	EN 363
	Fall arrest systems
	2002
	Under revision.
Voted to go to formal vote (i.e. final vote). See adjacent column for UK position.
	· New title: Personal fall protection systems. Now covers all personal fall protection systems, i.e. work restraint, work positioning, rope access, fall arrest, rescue.

· The draft standard is not intended to cover the use of personal fall protection systems, just their characteristics and method of assembly of components into the various personal fall protection systems.
· Except for the definition of work restraint, the term free fall has been generally substituted for fall, meaning a fall broadly in the vertical plane (e.g. not a slip down a gently sloping roof). UK members had suggested that that if there were to be a general use of the term free fall (which in the UK is generally interpreted as a vertical fall from a place to a lower place with a fall distance that is unimpeded by the effect of any device or surface), there should be a definition. This was not accepted by the project group. Consequently, the UK voted against the proposal to send the draft for formal vote and proposed a second enquiry. The UK was the only country to vote against. 


	EN 364
	Test methods
	1993
	Under (slow) revision.

	This standard groups together the test methods for all product standards. However, it was agreed later to move these back into the individual product standards. This is happening, gradually. Eventually, the revision will take place and EN 364 will then consist of the test apparatus requirements only.



	EN 365
	General requirements for instructions for use, maintenance, periodic examination, repair, marking and packaging
	2004
	Review due 2009. 
	All European product standards for personal fall protection refer to EN 365 and then add unique requirements to each standard.

	EN 795
	Anchor devices
	1996
	Under revision.
Draft after first enquiry published in January 2003 and discussions have gone on since.

Revision has a long way to go before it is ready to go to second enquiry.
	· Static strength requirement is increased from 10 kN to 12 kN.
· Discussions ongoing re angles from horizontal allowed for class C and D anchor devices. Currently, class C to more than 15 degrees but max angle not yet fixed. Class D to 15 degrees max.
· Vacuum anchors, glued to structure anchors and combinations of these likely to be included.

· Ongoing debate about whether classes A, C and D are PPE and therefore come under the Construction Products Directive (CPD) not the PPE Directive, and how to handle writing the standard in light of the EU Commission ruling that these classes are not PPE.
· Class B devices incorporated into class A then subsequently reinstated.

Requirements and testing overview: 

Class A devices:

· Static deformation test for class A devices.

· Dynamic strength test: single user: 100 kg mass/1.5 m drop/2 m lanyard mountaineering rope.

· Dynamic strength test: multi-user: mass equal to 100 kg per user or ‘n’ number of masses of 100 kg (dropped simultaneously)/1.5 m drop/2 m lanyard mountaineering rope.

· Static test force requirement equal to twice maximum force recorded in dynamic strength test (three times for components made from non-metallic materials).
Class B devices: 

· To be re-established after reinstatement

Class C devices:

· Too complicated to give an overview here but 12 kN static (18 kN for components made from non-metallic materials) and takes into account multi-users.

Class D devices: 
· Similar to class C but not exactly. Static strength is two times maximum force recorded in dynamic strength test (three times for components made from non-metallic materials).

Class E devices:

· Maximum displacement requirement after dynamic test (1000 mm). Test carried out on wet surface, 100 kg mass, 1.5 m drop.

 

	EN 813
	Sit harnesses
	1997
	Under revision.
Many comments after second enquiry. These were partly addressed at meeting in June 2005. Convenor addressed the rest and wants to submit for formal vote but some members of the working group want another meeting. Convenor resigned (not connected with the above) so draft is in a state of limbo, awaiting a meeting to discuss the problems.


	· Now requires a wide waist support (similar to that in EN 358).
· Now includes a suspension test to determine acceptable comfort and adjustability.

	EN 1496
	Rescue lifting devices
	2006
	Review due 2011.
	EN 1496:2006 is not a harmonized standard, i.e. it cannot be presumed that it conforms to the PPE Directive.

	EN 1497
	Rescue harnesses
	1996
	Under revision.

	Rescue harnesses can be incorporated into other types of harness, e.g. a full body harness.
Draft prepared and agreed by Technical Committee to go to formal vote but rejected by CEN consultant for political reasons, i.e. because the working group wants it to be a harmonized standard, which means that it is considered to be in accordance with the PPE Directive, and the CEN consultant had doubts about this without some changes taking place. The problem was resolved and prEN 1497 has been issued for formal vote.


	EN 1498
	Rescue loops
	2006
	Review due 2011.
	EN 1498:2006 is not a harmonized standard, i.e. it cannot be presumed that it conforms to the PPE Directive.


	EN 1868
	List of equivalent terms
	1997
	Under revision.

The completion of this draft relies on the revision of EN 363 being complete, hence the delay.
	· This standard gives the technical terms used in personal fall protection standards in three languages: English, French and German.

· At revision, it was decided to include the common definitions used in personal fall protection standards, so the (short) title has now changed to: Definitions and list of equivalent terms.


	EN 1891
	Low stretch kernmantel ropes
	1998
	Confirmed at 5-yearly review for another 5 years (September 2005) Next review 2010. Can revise before this date if necessary.


	

	EN 12841
	Rope adjustment devices 
	2006
	Review due 2011.
	First published August 2006, this standard took over ten years to agree. Covers three types of rope adjustment device for use in rope access:

· Type A: Back up device, e.g. Petzl ASAP;

· Type B: Ascender, e.g. Petzl Croll;

· Type C: Descender, e.g. Petzl I’D.



	
	
	
	
	

	BS 7883
	Code of practice for design, selection, installation, use and maintenance of anchor devices conforming to EN 795
	2005
	Review due 2010.
An amendment has already been proposed, BS 7883 AMD 1, Latest date for comment at DPC stage: 31.01.07
	This CoP applies to EN 795 1996 (i.e. the current version of EN 795) but tries to take on board new ideas regarding anchor devices, e.g. increased strength requirements. When the new version of EN 795 is published (whenever that may be), a revision will be required. Nevertheless, much of this advice in this CoP will remain valid, whatever changes are made to EN 795. 


	BS 7985
	Code of practice for rope access
	2002
	Review due. Amendments proposed by IRATA to cover some minor corrections, add a section on management and improve the section on anchors.
	Sets out fundamental principles for the safe use of rope access systems and gives guidance on the laws applicable in the UK.


	BS 8405
	Single-hand operated descender devices for self or assisted rescue
	2003
	Review due 2008.
Amendment proposed and draft out for comment, which adds another method of testing descent velocity and temperature rise.
	Provides a standard for descending devices where it would be useful to be able to control a descent using only one hand.

	BS 8437
	Code of practice for selection, use and maintenance of personal fall protection systems and equipment for use in the workplace
	2005
	Review due 2010 but may require some minor amendments before this date.

	The UK bible for personal fall protection systems and equipment.

	BS 8454
	Code of practice for the delivery of training and education for work at height and rescue
	2006
	Review due 2011.
	Provides a logical, uniform approach to training for training providers and companies requiring personnel training for work at height.
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